
8th Grade Summer Reading 
 

Realistic Fiction  
 

 
 

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie  
A cast of shady characters is lured to a mysterious island by the promise of 
wealth.  As they realize they share a history of blackmail, extortion, and 
possibly murder, the guests begin to fall victim to foul play. 
Book Trailer         About the Author 

 

Bluefish by Pat Schmatz 
Travis is missing his old home in the country, and he’s missing his old hound, 
Rosco. Now there’s just the cramped place he shares with his alcoholic 
grandpa, a new school, and the dreaded routine of school. But that’s before 
Travis meets Mr. McQueen, who doesn’t take "pass" for an answer—a rare 
teacher whose savvy persistence has Travis slowly unlocking a book on the 
natural world. And it’s before Travis is noticed by Velveeta, a girl whose wry 
banter and colorful scarves belie some hard secrets of her own.  
Book Review        About the Author 
 

 
 
 

 

Game Changer by Tommy Greenwald 
Thirteen-year-old Teddy Youngblood is in a coma fighting for his life after an 
unspecified football injury at training camp. His family and friends flock to his 
bedside to support his recovery—and to discuss the events leading up to the 
tragic accident. Was this an inevitable result of playing a 
violent sport, or was something more sinister happening on the field that day? 
Book Review      About the Author 
 
 
 
Hot Dog Girl by Jennifer Dugan 
Elouise (Lou) Parker is determined to have the absolute best, most impossibly 
epic summer of her life. There are just a few things standing in her way: * She's 
landed a job at Magic Castle Playland . . . as a giant dancing hot dog.  * Her 
crush, the dreamy Diving Pirate Nick, already has a girlfriend, who is literally 
the Princess of the park. But Lou's never liked anyone, guy or otherwise, this 
much before, and now she wants a chance at her own happily ever after. * Her 
best friend, Seeley, the carousel operator, who's always been up for anything, 
suddenly isn't when it comes to Lou's quest to set her up with the perfect girl 
or Lou's scheme to get close to Nick. * And it turns out that this will be their 
last summer at Magic Castle Playland--ever--unless she can find a way to stop 
it from closing. 
Author’s Website 
 
 
 
 
 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/And-Then-There-Were-None/Agatha-Christie/e/9780312979478/?itm=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clij5NkuwFc
https://www.agathachristie.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4NDFtUBUUM
http://www.patschmatz.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38657023-game-changer
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4194377.Tommy_Greenwald
https://jldugan.com/
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 I.D. by Vicki Grant  
When Chris finds a wallet on the street he tries to return it to its owner. 
In trouble at home and at school, he is struggling to do the right thing. 
However, as circumstances slowly start unraveling and his whole life 
appears headed down the drain, Chris realizes that the person who 
owns the wallet looks a lot like him and has a life he would do almost 
anything for. What if he switched identities? What if he became 
someone else? 
About the Author 
 

 
 

 

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 
Fifteen-year-old Will Holloman is, indeed, a hollow man. His older brother, 
Shawn, has been shot and killed, and Will’s sadness over Shawn’s absence is 
like a tooth that has been ripped out, and his tongue keeps slipping “into the 
new empty space”. Now Will intends to follow the three rules of the street: no 
crying, no snitching, get revenge. He’s going to play by the rules, which 
“weren’t meant to be broken.  
Book Review         Author interview 
 
Love & Gelato by Jenna Evans Welch (series: Love & Luck) 
Lina is spending the summer in Tuscany, but she isn’t in the mood for Italy’s 
famous sunshine and fairy-tale landscape. She’s only there because it was her 
mother’s dying wish that she get to know her father. But what kind of father 
isn’t around for sixteen years? All Lina wants to do is get back home. 
But then she is given a journal that her mom had kept when she lived in Italy. 
Suddenly Lina’s uncovering a magical world of secret romances, art, and 
hidden bakeries. A world that inspires Lina, along with the ever-so-charming 
Ren, to follow in her mother’s footsteps and unearth a secret that has been 
kept for far too long. It’s a secret that will change everything she knew about 
her mother, her father—and even herself. 
Author’s website  
 
 

 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers  
“Monster” is what the prosecutor call 16-year-old Steve Harmon for his 
supposed role in the fatal shooting of a convenience-store owner.  But was 
Steve really the lookout who gave the “all clear” to the murderer, or was he just 
in the wrong place at the wrong time?  In this innovative novel, the reader 
becomes both juror and witness during the trial of Steve’s life.  To calm his 
nerves as he sits in the courtroom, aspiring filmmaker Steve chronicles the 
proceedings in movie script format. 
Book Trailer      About the Author 
 
 

http://vickigrant.com/portfolio-item/i-d/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zVOoso59u8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58hF22Yz9gs
https://www.jennaevanswelch.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2tKzK4B8-o
http://walterdeanmyers.net/
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OCDaniel by Wesley King (Sequel: Two Sides of Sara) 
Daniel is the back-up punter for the Erie Hills Elephants. Which really means 
he’s the water boy. He spends football practice perfectly arranging water 
cups—and hoping no one notices. Actually, he spends most of his time hoping 
no one notices his strange habits—he calls them Zaps: avoiding writing the 
number four, for example, or flipping a light switch on and off dozens of times 
over. He hopes no one notices that he’s crazy, especially his best friend Max, 
and Raya, the prettiest girl in school. His life gets weirder when another girl at 
school, who is unkindly nicknamed Psycho Sara, notices him for the first time. 
She doesn’t just notice him: she seems to peer through him. 
Author Interview 
 

 

Orbiting Jupiter by Gary Schmidt 
When Jack meets his new foster brother, he already knows three things about 
him: 
Joseph almost killed a teacher. He was incarcerated at a place called Stone 
Mountain.  Jack is searching for Jupiter. 
What Jack doesn’t know, at first, is how desperate Joseph is to find Jupiter. 
Or how urgently he, Jack, will want to help.  But the past can’t be shaken off. 
Even as new bonds form, old wounds reopen. The search for Jupiter demands 
more from Jack than he can imagine. 
Book Trailer        Author Talk 
 

  
 

Peak  by Roland Smith (sequels: The Edge & Ascent )  
The only thing you’ll find on the summit of Mount Everest is a divine view. The 
things that really matter lie far below. – Peak Marcello 
After fourteen-year-old Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City 
skyscraper, he's left with two choices: wither away in Juvenile Detention or go 
live with his long-lost father, who runs a climbing company in Thailand. But 
Peak quickly learns that his father's renewed interest in him has strings 
attached. Big strings. As owner of Peak Expeditions, he wants his son to be the 
youngest person to reach the Everest summit--and his motives are selfish at 
best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is the challenge 
of a lifetime. But it's also one that could cost him his life. 
Book Trailer       About the Author  
 

 

The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 
Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or 
dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets 
a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in love with him. Not 
when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. Falling 
in love with him won’t be my story. 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my 
parents’ high expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, 
I forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me think that fate has 
something much more extraordinary in store—for both of us. 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. 
A million futures lie before us. Which one will come true? 
Book Trailer        Book Cover Art     Author Interview 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBGsN75zS-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYfH7beWMhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_CXIR6dqGU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBGyTugJ7gU
https://www.rolandsmith.com/about/bio/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O71R04H0d5Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk32xz7mRJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUuNLWmk8CQ


8th Grade Summer Reading 
 

 

 

Two Can Keep A Secret by Karen M. McManus 
Echo Ridge is small-town America. Ellery's never been there, but she's heard 
all about it. Her aunt went missing there at age seventeen. And only five years 
ago, a homecoming queen put the town on the map when she was killed. Now 
Ellery has to move there to live with a grandmother she barely knows. 
The town is picture-perfect, but it's hiding secrets. And before school even 
begins for Ellery, someone's declared open season on homecoming, promising 
to make it as dangerous as it was five years ago. Then, almost as if to prove it, 
another girl goes missing. 
Book Trailer        About the Author 

 

Fantasy/Science Fiction 
 

  

 

Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 
Zélie Adebola remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. Burners 
ignited flames, Tiders beckoned waves, and Zélie’s Reaper mother summoned 
forth souls. 
But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a 
ruthless king, maji were killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and her people 
without hope. 
Now Zélie has one chance to bring back magic and strike against the monarchy. 
With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie must outwit and outrun the crown 
prince, who is hell-bent on eradicating magic for good. 
Book Trailer      Author Interview on GMA 
  

 

Cinder by Marissa Meyer (The Lunar Chronicles series) 
CINDER, a gifted mechanic in New Beijing, is also a cyborg. She's reviled by her 
stepmother and blamed for her stepsister's sudden illness. But when her life 
becomes entwined with the handsome Prince Kai's, she finds herself at the 
centre of a violent struggle between the desires of an evil queen - and a 
dangerous temptation. 
Cinder is caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and betrayal. Now she must 
uncover secrets about her mysterious past in order to protect Earth's future. 
Book Trailer        About the Author 
 
 

 

Divergent by Veronica Roth (sequels: Insurgent & Allegiant) 
Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago, society is divided into five factions, each 
dedicated to the cultivation of a particular virtue—Candor (the honest), 
Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and 
Erudite (the intelligent). On an appointed day of every year, all sixteen-year-olds 
must select the faction to which they will devote the rest of their lives. For 
Beatrice, the decision is between staying with her family and being who she 
really is—she can't have both. So she makes a choice that surprises everyone, 
including herself. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x3xUOygdoL4
https://www.karenmcmanus.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEuXbnhxoqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-r2g_UQ1Ak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXrMAFGWyuE
https://www.fiercereads.com/authors/marissa-meyer/
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Book Trailer        Author Interview 
  

 
 

Dorothy Must Die by Danielle Paige (Dorothy Must Die series) 
A place where Good Witches can't be trusted, Wicked Witches may just be the 
good guys, and winged monkeys can be executed for acts of rebellion. There's 
still a yellow brick road - but even that's crumbling. 
What happened? Dorothy. 
Book Trailer      About the Author  

 
 
 

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a 
real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that’s been unleashed on his 
family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal 
killing. 
Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time 
but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on 
a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to the events 
that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police officer, 
who grapples with her father’s actions. 
Book Trailer      About the Author  
 
 

 

Scythe by Neal Shusterman (Sequel: Thunderhead) 
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has 
conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. Now scythes are the 
only ones who can end life—and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep 
the size of the population under control. 
Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither 
wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the 
consequence of failure could mean losing their own. 
Book Trailer     Author Website  
 
 

 
 

The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary A. Pearson 
Who is Jenna Fox? Seventeen-year-old Jenna has been told that is her name. She 
has just awoken from a coma, they tell her, and she is still recovering from a 
terrible accident in which she was involved a year ago. But what happened 
before that? Jenna doesn't remember her life. Or does she? And are the 
memories really hers? 
Book Trailer      About the Author  
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tu5Erw-posg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uM9Dgw4tGrY
https://youtu.be/RbKJoaSWAFc
http://daniellepaigebooks.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJVL_RqPRs
http://jewellparkerrhodes.com/children/meet-jewell/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPZPY8UWhSk
http://www.storyman.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPTxMbNxb_Y
http://www.marypearson.com/bio.html
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The Cruel Prince by Holly Black (The Folk Air series) 
Jude was seven when her parents were murdered and she and her two sisters 
were stolen away to live in the treacherous High Court of Faerie. Ten years later, 
Jude wants nothing more than to belong there, despite her mortality. But many 
of the fey despise humans. Especially Prince Cardan, the youngest and 
wickedest son of the High King. 
To win a place at the Court, she must defy him–and face the consequences. 
Book Summary & Trailer  
 

 

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 
Monday, 24 May, 11.32 a.m. Ted and Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board 
the London Eye. He turns and waves and the pod rises from the ground. 
Monday, 24 May, 12.02 p.m. The pod lands and the doors open. People exit in all 
shapes and sizes – but where is Salim? 
Ted and his older sister Kat become sleuthing partners since the police are 
having no luck. Despite their prickly relationship, they overcome their 
differences to follow a trail of clues across London in a desperate bid to find 
their cousin. And ltimately it comes down to Ted, whose brain runs on its own 
unique operating system, to find the key to the mystery. 
Book Summary  
 
 

 
 

The Maze Runner  by James Dashner (The Maze Runner series) 
When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his first 
name. His memory is blank. But he s not alone. When the lift s doors open, 
Thomas finds himself surrounded by kids who welcome him to the Glade a 
large, open expanse surrounded by stone walls. 
Book Trailer      About the Author 
 

Classics 
 

 
 

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift 
Gulliver’s Travels is the fantastic tale of the four voyages of Lemuel Gulliver, an 
English ship's surgeon. First, he is shipwrecked in the land of Lilliput, where the 
alarmed residents are only six inches tall. His second voyage takes him to the 
land of Brobdingnag, where the people are sixty feet tall. Further adventures 
bring Gulliver to an island that floats in the sky, and a land where horses are 
endowed with reason and beasts are shaped like men. 
e-book or audio book  (Guttenberg Library) 
 

https://blackholly.com/books/the-cruel-prince/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/42460/the-london-eye-mystery-by-siobhan-dowd/9780385751841/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WoQ63rro5eg
http://www.jamesdashner.com/
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/829/829-h/829-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/9272
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Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams  
Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, 
Arthur Dent is plucked off the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for 
the revised edition of The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy who, for the last 
fifteen years, has been posing as an out-of-work actor. 
Together this dynamic pair begin a journey through space aided by quotes 
from The Hitchhiker's Guide ("A towel is about the most massively useful thing 
an interstellar hitchhiker can have") and a galaxy-full of fellow travelers. 
Book Trailer       About the Author 
 

 

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne 
French naturalist Dr. Aronnax embarks on an expedition to hunt down a sea 
monster, only to discover instead the Nautilus, a remarkable submarine built by 
the enigmatic Captain Nemo. Together Nemo and Aronnax explore the 
underwater marvels, undergo a transcendent experience amongst the ruins of 
Atlantis, and plant a black flag at the South Pole. But Nemo's mission is one of 
revenge-and his methods coldly efficient. 
e-book  or audio book (Guttenberg Library) 
 
 

 

The Life and Adventures of Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Dafoe 
Daniel Defoe relates the tale of an English sailor marooned on a desert island for 
nearly three decades. An ordinary man struggling to survive in extraordinary 
circumstances, Robinson Crusoe wrestles with fate and the nature of God. This 
edition features maps. 
e-book or audio book (Guttenberg Library) 

 

Historical Fiction 
 

 
 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway 
home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up 
as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants 
of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. 
From the Author          Excerpt  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lm78VokiPtA
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4.Douglas_Adams
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/2488/2488-h/2488-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/6538
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/521/521-h/521-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/21524
https://www.jacquelinewoodson.com/brown-girl-dreaming/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/304851/brown-girl-dreaming-by-jacqueline-woodson/9780147515827/excerpt
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Code Name Verity by Elizabeth E. Wein 
Oct. 11th, 1943 - A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its 
pilot and passenger are best friends. One of the girls has a chance at 
survival. The other has lost the game before it's barely begun.  
When "Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a 
chance. As a secret agent captured in enemy territory, she's living a spy's 
worst nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal 
her mission or face a grisly execution.  
Book Trailer              About the Author 

 

Codetalkers by Joseph Bruchac 
After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a 
useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the 
Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II 
in their native tongue. 
Book Trailer     Author Interview 

 

 

 

 

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan 
Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters 
and suddenly finds himself entwined in a puzzling quest involving a 
prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica. 
Decades later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in 
California each, in turn, become interwoven when the very same 
harmonica lands in their lives. All the children face daunting challenges: 
rescuing a father, protecting a brother, holding a family together. And 
ultimately, pulled by the invisible thread of destiny, their solo stories 
converge in an orchestral crescendo. 
Author’s website   (including Author interview, Author reading & 
Author’s podcast)  

 

Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith 
Ida Mae Jones dreams of flight. Her daddy was a pilot and being black 
didn't stop him from fulfilling his dreams. But her daddy's gone now, and 
being a woman, and being black, are two strikes against her. 
When America enters the war with Germany and Japan, the Army creates 
the WASP, the Women Airforce Service Pilots - and Ida suddenly sees a 
way to fly as well as do something significant to help her brother stationed 
in the Pacific. But even the WASP won't accept her as a black woman, 
forcing Ida Mae to make a difficult choice of "passing," of pretending to be 
white to be accepted into the program. While Ida Mae chases her dream, 
she must also decide who it is she really wants to be. 
Book Trailer            Author’s website (including summary & awards) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjqA9TYtIQE
https://www.elizabethwein.com/code-name-verity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44uEUDfKglo
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/joseph-bruchac-interview-bruchac-shares-where-he-gets-his-ideas/
http://www.pammunozryan.com/echo/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiesEqimLMo
https://www.sherrilsmith.com/flygirl
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Okay for Now, Gary D. Schmidt 
Okay For Now explores another seemingly improbable alliance, this one 
between new outsider in town Doug Swieteck and Lil Spicer, the savvy 
spitfire daughter of his deli owner boss. With her challenging assistance, 
Doug discovers new sides of himself. Along the way, he also readjusts his 
relationship with his abusive father, his school peers, and his older 
brother, a newly returned war victim of Vietnam. 
Book Trailer           Author interview 

 

 

Outrun the Moon by Stacy Lee 
San Francisco, 1906: Fifteen-year-old Mercy Wong is determined to break 
from the poverty in Chinatown, and an education at St. Clare’s School for 
Girls is her best hope. Although St. Clare’s is off-limits to all but the 
wealthiest white girls, Mercy gains admittance through a mix of cunning 
and a little bribery, only to discover that getting in was the easiest part. 
Not to be undone by a bunch of spoiled heiresses, Mercy stands 
strong—until disaster strikes. 
On April 18, a historic earthquake rocks San Francisco, destroying Mercy’s 
home and school. With martial law in effect, she is forced to wait with her 
classmates for their families in a temporary park encampment. But what 
can one teenage girl do to heal so many suffering in her broken city? 
Publisher’s site         Author interview 

 

Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick  
When Private Matt Duffy wakes up in an army hospital in Iraq, he's 
honored with a Purple Heart. But he doesn't feel like a hero. 
There's a memory that haunts him: an image of a young Iraqi boy as a 
bullet hits his chest. Matt can't shake the feeling that he was somehow 
involved in his death. But because of a head injury he sustained just 
moments after the boy was shot, Matt can't quite put all the pieces 
together. 
Book Trailer              Author’s website   
 

 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne  
When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his 
belongings are being packed in crates. His father has received a promotion 
and the family must move from their home to a new house far far away, 
where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence running 
alongside stretches as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the 
strange people he can see in the distance. 
Book Trailer             Author’s website   

 
Note:  

All Book Trailers,  Author Interviews and Book Reviews are gathered from the Internet 
and do not represent the views of the Woodcliff Lake School District. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7q-Y29gg50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtv3UOi9HNg
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/318434/outrun-the-moon-by-stacey-lee/9780147516916/
https://www.kalw.org/post/interview-childrens-author-stacey-lee#stream/0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9DwNwTI2qo
https://www.patriciamccormick.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbMIWrJ316I
https://johnboyne.com/
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Non-Fiction  
 

 

Bomb: The Race  to Build and Steal the Worlds’ Most Dangerous 
Weapon by Steve Sneinkin  
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a 
shocking discovery: When placed next to radioactive material, a 
Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a 
scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the 
United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific 
community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy 
lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the 
desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away at a remote 
site at Los Alamos. 
 

 

Every Falling Star by Sungju Lee & Susan McLelland 
Every Falling Star, the first book to portray contemporary North 
Korea to a young audience, is the intense memoir of a North Korean 
boy named Sungju who is forced at age twelve to live on the streets 
and fend for himself. To survive, Sungju creates a gang and lives by 
thieving, fighting, begging, and stealing rides on cargo trains. Sungju 
richly re-creates his scabrous story, depicting what it was like for a 
boy alone to create a new family with his gang, his “brothers”; to be 
hungry and to fear arrest, imprisonment, and even execution. This 
riveting memoir allows young readers to learn about other cultures 
where freedoms they take for granted do not exist. 
 

 
 

Girl Code by Sophie Houser & Andrea Gonzales 
Girl Code is the story of two teenage tech phenoms who met at Girls 
Who Code summer camp, teamed up to create a viral video game, 
and ended up becoming world famous. The book also includes 
bonus content to help you get started coding! 
 

 
 

How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous by 
Georgia Bragg 
Over the course of history men and women have lived and died. In 
fact, getting sick and dying can be a big, ugly mess-especially before 
the modern medical care that we all enjoy today. How They 
Croaked relays all the gory details of how nineteen world figures 
gave up the ghost.  
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I am Malala by  Malala Yousafzai & Patricia McCormick 
I am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global 
terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a 
school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write 
and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for 
their daughter in a society that prizes sons. 

 
 

Surviving Hitler by Andrea Warren   
When twelve-year-old Jack Mandelbaum is separated from his 
family and shipped off to the Blechhammer concentration camp, his 
life becomes a never-ending nightmare. With minimal food to eat 
and harsh living conditions threatening his health, Jack manages to 
survive by thinking of his family. 

 

The Keeper by Tim Howard 
Tim Howard opens up about how a hyperactive kid from New Jersey 
with Tourette Syndrome defied the odds to become one of the 
world's premier goalkeepers. 
After a successful seventeen-year professional soccer career, Tim 
became an overnight star during the 2014 World Cup in Brazil. His 
heroic performance in the game for the United States against 
Belgium, in which he saved an astonishing fifteen shots—the most 
for any goalkeeper in a World Cup game—made him a household 
name as well as a trending internet meme. 
 

 

The Life You Imagine  By Derek Jeter  
Derek Jeter shows how you can use the same game plan that helped 
an eight-year-old boy who fantasized about playing baseball for the 
Bronx Bombers grow up and become MVP of the 2000 World Series. 
With the help and support of both of his parents, Derek developed a 
practical  
program that would assist him in achieving all of his personal and 
professional aspirations-and now he shares his secrets to success so 
that you can get closer to living your dream, too. 
 

 

Written in Bone: Buried Lives of Jamestown and Colonial 
Maryland by Sally Walker   
How did the colonists of Jamestown and Maryland live and die? 
Forensic anthropology provides an incredible array of answers. 
Scientists can look into a grave and determine the skeleton's gender, 
age at time of death, nationality, and sometimes even economic 
standing within minutes. Laboratory studies can provide cause of 
death information. Once these details are known, some skeletons 
can even be matched with a name via the historical record. 
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